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The issue

- 275,000 tonnes of plastic used every year in 
UK

- One tonne = 20,000 plastic bottles

- Increasing public concern around ocean plastic 
pollution: the Blue Planet effect

- Plastic as a material

- Can offer environmental benefits compared 
to alternatives – is lightweight and low 
energy to produce, compared to glass or 
wood products

- Some plastic is essential – e.g. used in 
medical context
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Why should we reduce our use of single-use plastics?

- Plastic as a material

- Need to consider pointless plastic: where we 
can design out waste or reuse a plastic item 
to make the most of it

- Our aim should be to eliminate single-use items 
wherever possible and replace with a reusable 
alternative:

- Best option environmentally

- Offers financial saving – not buying single-
use items

- Saving in waste disposal

Where are single-use plastics used across SKDC?

- General office use of single use plastics may 
include:

- Single-use plastic cups provided next to water 
fountains

- Milk jiggers and plastic drinks stirrers

- Stationery including pens, document wallets and 
window envelopes

- Laminated documents

- Food and drink is a hotspot for the use of single 
use plastics. Items may include:

- Plastic cutlery

- Drinks bottles 

- Sandwich and takeaway packaging

- Disposable coffee cups (contain plastic liner)
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Our influence

- Conduct analysis of single-use plastics purchased throughout 
SKDC operations

- Review contracts and understand where we can have a greater 
influence:

- Where operations include a café e.g. Arts Centres and Leisure 
centres

- Promote reuse and refilling wherever possible:

- Using a reusable water bottle

- Providing a stock of sturdy reusable cups for water next to water 
fountains 

- Offering a stock of reusable KeepCups as alternative to single-
use coffee cups
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